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N offering to the public a series of examples of the 
Alphabets, Numerals, and Deyices in use during the 
Middle Ages, I feel that say elaborate Essay on 
their Tarioos sfyles and diaracters is totally nn* 
necessary. They form but subordinate parts in a 
decorative Design, and being intended for the use of persons pre- 
srnned to be acquainted with the chronology of mediseval art, and 
the geneml peculiarities belon^ng to each particular period, a 
careftil mspection will be sufficient to shew iheir accordance with 
coaeval specimens of ornament apphed to other purposes. 

To Architects, and the yarions classes of Decorators engaged, 
dther in restoring the noble specimens of Ancient Art still re- 
maining to us, or, in composing new ones, adapted to present 
requirements, in the spirit, and with the characteristics of those 
master-pieces of sdenoe and taste, it mast be needless to point ont 
how essential it is to the perfection of a deugn, that all its details 
should be in harmony with each other, or how necessary an intimate 
acquaintance with every branch of decorative art in use at the 
same time mnst be for the attainment of that harmony. I therefore 
trost, that the |«esent series, selected with considerable care, en- 
grayed in yarions styles, and coloured where necessaiy, to imitate 
the originals, may prove extensively useful; not only for pro- 
fessional purposes, but also as a text-book for the amateur and 
collector, by which he may be assisted in ascertaining the date of 
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anj Bpedmen of mediasval decoration he may take an interest in, 
and also be better qualified to criticize and appreciate modem 

efforts in imitation of the various styles of Christian Art in use 
between the Saxon period and the Reformation. 

The examples hare been taken from Carvings in wood and stone, 
firom Illaminations, from Monnmental Brasses, and from earlj 

Prints, and printed Books ; and shew, in their various treatment, 
the great skill with which the Artists applied similar forms to dif- 
ferent materials in a manner calcolated to produce the greatest 
efiect. 

HENRY SHAW. 

37 Southampton Row, 
Not. 1, 1645. 
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LIST OF PLATES 

TO ALPHABETS, NUMERALS, AND DEVICES OF THE 

MIDDLE AGES. 



TiTLE-PaMK. ViONBTTB OF THB ArVS OF ArCUBISUOP PaRKKH, i-HUM TUB BiSHOP's 

1. From a Copy op Sv. CoraMSr^i Oowbi< in the British Muskum, commonly callku 
THK Durham Book ; writteo and illmunated by E«lfrith» Biihop of IiiofUafitm, between 

the years (iUB mid 721. 

All the vnrietiei of the ilirTiTent Capital Letter* tobeftan>l iti ihv V<i1hM«I« dwtm on thePhlB, 

togi*tb(>r with the diapeinng by which the largt-r ones are iiarrouadwL 

2. FjtOM Tuu B&ITISH Museum, Hoyal MS. I. £. VII. 

A itiM, bat mntiliitetl, copy of the Go«|iel!t, in Miu. Thn le*v<M nmutning th* figurM «f tlw Vvrnn- 

gpHsrs, uiid till' litli-*. writt. ri iti silMjr and gold, OTP on purple vi lluin. The rest of the volume i« in 
uncial ciuiraitar^i, arrangi-d in doubki colunuia. Il i« moHt protwblj of the 9th oeaturjr, aud wrUunljr 
MtlirtaFdwntlM tmb. Tk»tM«der is talwa from tlMDiiriim Book MtioiMdabam 

a. Fkom riiB Toxs OP Ohmobbda, Smtbr op ViiiUaii thm CoMQuamoa, in Soadiover 

Church, Lewes. 

4, A. Fbom Tns Baitisu MtfSBVK, RorAL MS. I. C. VII. akd otubk MSS. op thm saxb 
Datb. 

A vmriet/ of I^rga Midi SmftU CApit»l Lett«n from naiow MSS. of the l ith century. Th« peculiar 
dMnoter of IIihb Letters seem to *hew a more cloM tiffoxiawtioa to Greek or liomMi onuunent, in 
(heir eliigaiif ami liaplkity, than any in uae during tlie Middle Agei. 

6. Lbttbbs in Bbonbb, fbom vhb Momuhbmt op Hbmby III. IN WBvrHtN«Ts» Abbbv. 

Date mhottt 1272, 

7. Fhom Tirt: Bra<«s Ekkioy w Adah db Walwkmb, in 8t Maiguei^s CSiarcfa, Lynn JRqpi» 

Nurfulk. Date i:t4S>. 

8. An Alpbabbt prom a MS. ov Bobtius's De Consolationb Philosophic date 138&, ia 
the HoDlerian H oaeam, Glasgow, and Thbbb Lbttibb fbom thb Rotal MB. 6. E. j|X. 
in the Britieh Mnaenm. 

0,10. CaPITAL^AMD .S>i.\|,t< Al.Pii uiK 18, WITH StOPI^ ObOTBAQUKis &C. IN Brombb,fbo» 
THK MuNCMKNT OP HicHARO II. and othciief afaout tho Mate dete, in Westmioater Abbey. 
II, 12, 13, 14, 1«, 16. Capital Lkttkrh prom a vkhy splkndid Copy on Vrli-tim ok tiii; 
FiKST Edition of tub Bible, printed by Ftut and Scbcefftir, in the British .Miuh.'uui. 
Dele 1492. 

17, 18. FbOX LANSDOrNB MS. 461, IN SBB BbITISH Mtf«BUJI. A P0INTIFIGAI.B AD ueiM 

BccLKsi.f: -Vnclican*. 

Among many other earinMie Fomu and Cercuionten contained in tluA Book, the following seem <ie- 
•en In^' of notioei, and any be feund omIU in naaj napaoli, and pactienlavlj to dnigaws of Eoeleai- 
•aticat Sabjecta. 
Tlw Manner and Cemnany of EeelMriastiea] Tonsar^. 

On th>< Colours <>r E > 1. sia>M at Vr Hlinrnts, iiii 1 why iis^-il on [i ii Mnil«rooradwi% IbL 14. 

The ConaMaralioti of Bishops according to the Koman Form, fol. 

Hm Gomieeiatioii aad lutallatioa aoooiding to Aa Jb^fflith Fona, ftL 41. 
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LIST OF PLATES. 



Hie Conaocratkm of Nuns, fol. i9. 

The Fonn of making a BedBM, (bl. 6S b. 

Tlw Vom of tkm CSanwtioa «r the Kii^ of England, foL 96. h. 

Hm Form of Dedieatiiif wnd BleMing Cluirciiw» foL lU. 

R'lii-lii -i 111 .-if 'he now Kpiscopal 8m1, M. ITSi 
Beiieclii tion of B.'lla, fol. 176. 
Benediction of a N<>w Well, foL 193. 
Dmadiction of a New Uan40, lol. 191, 

Qidv of Espoustls, with d» BkMiag ot the Knptial Bad, «it Mt. 

10. From a Missai. in thb posskssion of tub Rsv. W. Maskbll. Date, about 1470. 

tOi, SI. Fa«M SoMHA BiMTHxiMMi PiBAiTi OmC PsjBPio. VB Cabibos Cowioibktm. Otte, 
about 147S. 

22, 23. From a Pontificals ok John II. ARCiiBisnop of Tbrtrs. Date, about l4no. 
£4. From a MS. at Roubn, and from a B£MBDioTi(n<Ai«B in thb possbbsion of thb Rbv. 

W. Maskbll. Date, about 1480. 
S9. PaoM AH Italian MS. in tu Pubuo Libbabt at BouLoms* Dwle^ Bboiiit 1480. 
27* Pbom a VoLmu bntiti.bd^ Prbbbrtatiom or Boi>t, 8ou&, Hiwioob, anb Good*. 

Printed at NuienlHU||h, D«t«, 1480. And from • Oatbwat m CHAMOBKr Lan«« 

Date, 1518. 

28, 29. From the Stalls ok St. George's Cuafbl, Windsor. Date, the end of the 15th 

CoBtOIJ. 

ao. Fboh thb 6ou»bn Biblb. Piintad at Attgobiwg. die «nd of tb* 15th Centaiy. 

Tlii'se Letters have evidently? Wn oipicil fram an Ulaminatcd Scries, nnd have but a mufif^re t ffL'ct in 
outline, tbongh displaying oonsidorable tast« and akgance of armngenwnt, and would if tkilfuUjr and 
•]i|»fiifaldl7 piciad in «if h coloan and fold ha wij aActha. 

81. Thb Sacbbd Monoobahi 9»am am EmaAVtMO <m Wooo. Date^tlieli^^Bnii^of tli« 
18l]» Centoiy. 

32. From vauiovs MSS. in thk Bnrnsn Mui!^ki:m. Date, tlic bi"f;iniilng of the 16th Contury. 

33, 34. Fhom a Copy of tuk Homaunt ok thk Rosk. Date, the b«^nniiig of the 16th Century. 
36. From Woodcuts in various printed Books. Date, the beginuii^ of the lOtb Century. 

86. From thb Mibiam Tbajbctbnsb. Date, 1818, 

87. Fboh tbb MinAX.B Tbajbotbmsb, and Almabbtb of die cad of die 18tli Oontmy. 

88. Fboh an Bnobatino (m Wood, Date, die bq^iniiiiig of die 16tb Oentiiiy.^ 

89. From thb Rohancb of Launcblot du L.\r, from Lris de Escobar, Las Quatbo 

ClENTAS DEL AlMIRAMTB, AND THB MlBSALE £bOBAGBN818 EcCLBSUB. Datei) lAtA, 

1650, and 1618. 

40. Fbom thb Hraroi&B db Pbbcbvai. lb G alloys. Date, 1080* 

41. Fbom Cbankbr's Biblb. Dei«^ 1888. 

42. 43. Riband Lbttbbs^ fbok a Volvhb bmtitlbd Obthooraphia vbactica, 4ttk Cmg, 

1648. 

44. Sacred Monogram, from rue samk Book. 

46. Sacbbo Monoobam, and Badobb op tbb Apostles, from a Volume entitled 
Fbancioci Niomi bb Abtb Scbibbnbi, Datbntbib, 1496, and a Lbttbb M fbom a , 
pRiNTBD Book. 

■id, 47 Labels from early Gkrman Prints. 

48. From a MS. in rut. iosskss-ion ok P. A. Hanrott, Esq. and various Numerals. 

The Scries tulten from the British Muaeuna, Cotton MS. A. II. written duriug iLe latlor half of the 
13t]i Cent nry, is su j>im><.>iH (< i Ik> t lio curli«»t example of Arabic If UMKall inrittfFf lo tkk COOHtiy. Tliay 
hare been foond in !Spani«h MSS. of the Uth GenUnj. 
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FHOM A COPY OF ST. CUTIFBF.RTS GOSPELS IN TIIF nniTISH MUSEUM. 



Date, the 10th Crnliiry 
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FROM THE BRITISH MUSEUM ROYAL MS. I. E VI. 
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Date, 1085. 
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FROM THE TOMB OP GUNDRKDA, SISTER OF WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR, 

in SoatboTer Church, LewM. 
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Dftte the nth Century. 




FI«)M IHK IJRITISII MUSEUM. 
IV>yul MS I. C. Vri. and others oftho !iaiiii' (];ito. 
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FROM THE BRITISH MUSEUM. 
Itoyal MS. I. C. VU. and oibers of Ute ttsiuu tlittc. 
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D*tc, ftbout 1400. 




FROM THE MONUMENT OF RICHARD II. IN WESTMINSTER ABBEV, 
AND OTHERS OF THK SAME DATE. 
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Date, about l-iM. 




FROM THE MONUMENT OF RICHARD II. AND OTHERS ABOUT THE SAME 

DATE, IN WESTMINSTER ABBEY. 




FROM FUST AND SCHOEPF!KIRl':S BiTlBLiS. ' 

In \ht Blltoh Museum | 
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FROM FUST Am SCEC'EPFEIR'S BIBLiS. 
In Uk British Museum 
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VROK PUSTAmD SCHOEKFERS BIBLE. 

In the BnlisK Museum 
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FROM FUST AWD SCH1IIBPFER*S BISijLJE. 

fn the British Museuia. 



. J ^ l y Google 




, Digitized by Google 
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KHOM SUMMA BARTIIOLOM.tl PISANl ORD. PII.*:D1C. DE CASIBl'S C0N8C1ENTI/K 



Dat« almut 1475 








FROM SL'MMA HARTHOUJ.M PISAM OKI) I'R.l l)I<*. I)K CASIIU S ('t)\S( IKN TI f.. 



Date, about 1430. 




Date »boat 1480. 




FROM A MS. AT ROUEN 



Date about 1480. 

FROM A BENEDICTIONALE IN THE POSSESSION OF THE 

REV. W. MASKELL. 
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Date, tbo beginning of the IGth Ccntnry. 




FROM AN ENGRAVING ON WOOD. 
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FROM A COPY OF THE ROMAN! DB LA ROSE. 
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FROM THE MI8SALK TKAIJ£CTENi)E. 
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FROM THE MISSALE THAUECTENSE. 



ALPHABETS OF END OP THE FIPTEENTH CBNTimY. 
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Date, 1530. 









FROM THE HY8TOIRB DB PBRCBVAL LB 0ALL0Y8. 
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Date, 1547. 
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SACRED MONOGRAM 
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FKOM A VOLUME ENTITLED. 
FRANCISCI NIORI DE ARTE 3CRlBENni.DAVT.NTRIE.IM6. 
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